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Land Grant Universities Offer Cooperative                 
Extension Programs in Every State

• Morrill Act established land grant universities  
• Hatch Act (1887) established agricultural experiment 

stations under the direction of each state's land-grant 
college

• Smith–Lever legislation (1914) added Cooperative 
Extension with state matching funds and local support 



Cornell 
Cooperative 

Extension



Michigan State Cooperative Extension



The mission of UC Cooperative Extension is to conduct and 
extend applied research and education in agricultural and 
natural resources to the workforce, land managers, and 

the general public 





A Commitment to Practice: The New Technical Assistance 
MOA to enhance greater partnering was enacted Dec. 2022



The California Conservation Planning Partnership 
Was Formalized in December 2022

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T4j4ahLhTRRdH2v2Ept7e6h3mZlqqYOA/view

• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
• California Department of Food and Agriculture
• University of California’s Agriculture and 

Natural Resources
• California Association of Resource Conservation 

Districts 



IERCD and UCCE Partnership Started in 2017





UC ANR Environmental Horticulture Team



Hung Doan, Chandra Richards, Amrita Mukherjee



Hung Doan (UCCE Small Farms Advisor)
- Helps farmers conserve natural resources while maintaining 

optimal crop production

Chandra Richards (UCCE SALC Manager)
- Helps conserve and expand farmland emphasizing climate-smart 

management practices through the Sustainable Agricultural Land 
Conservation (SALC) 

Amrita Mukherjee (UCCE Urban Agriculture Advisor)
- Helps urban agriculture producers conserve natural resources while 

maintaining optimal crop production   





Maggie O’Neill

Debbie Schnur (left)

Dee Denton (left)



“Trees for Tomorrow” Project



Why Trees?  Why This Project?



CA (Often) Has a ‘Moisture’ and (Always) a ‘Tree Drought’ 

While there are ~ 9 M street trees in California, their 
density has decreased 30% since 1988. CA cities have the 

lowest tree canopy per capita (108 yd² ) in the U.S. 



Climate-ready Landscape Trees Study

UC:  Alison Berry, Jim Downer, Janet Hartin, Darren Haver      
USFS: Greg McPherson, Natalie van Doorn, Erika Teach

• Measuring performance of select 
landscape tree species based on heat 
and drought resistance, CO₂ 
sequestration, soil tolerance, pest 
resistance, shade, biodiversity, 
rareness, longevity, etc.



Trees Cool Urban Heat Islands (UHIs)

Temperatures of impervious surfaces can be >60°F hotter than 
surfaces shaded by trees in inland and desert cities 
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Provides Climate-Ready Trees to 
Residents of Low Shade Neighborhoods



Mandy Takes an Active Role, Too!



Education is a 
Key Element 

Since Less 
Than 40% of 

Trees Live 
Beyond 20 

Years in Urban 
Settings



English and Spanish Educational Materials



The “Trees for Tomorrow” 
Project was featured in the Most 

Recent UC Master Gardener 
Impact Report



How to Contact Your 
Cooperative Extension Office

https://extension.org/find-cooperative-extension-
in-your-state/



Thank You!

Questions?


